PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

Spencer over again with an additional statement
concerning the way in which man attempts to
explain l the mystery pressing for interpretation/
It must be admitted, however, that several of
the more recent definitions have completely
broken with this bad psychology. Among these
are those of J. G. Frazer, of A. Sabatier, and of
William James. The first understands by Religion
1 propitiation, or conciliation of powers superior to
man, which are believed to direct and control
the course of nature and of human life.31 For
A. Sabatier, Religion ' is a commerce, a conscious
and willed relation into which the soul in distress
enters with the mysterious power on which it
feels that it and its destiny depend/2 William
James expresses his mind thus: 'In broadest
and most general terms possible, one might say
that religious life consists in the belief that
there Is an unseen order, and that our supreme
good lies in harmoniously adjusting ourselves
thereto. This belief and this adjustment are
the religious attitude of the soul. In the
ordinary sense of the word, however, no attitude
Is accounted religious unless it be grave
and serious; the trifling, sneering attitude of a

1  The Golden Bough, 2nd edition, i. p. 63.

2  Outlines of a Philosophy of Religion, p. 27.
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